LiberalJudaism’s[2007[HaggadahSupplement
Markingthe200th(dnniversarydfithellegalldbolition
oflSlaverylin(Great(Britain

Thishearldseldelebrate Pesachl@ndfhelfedemptiondfldurldncestors
fromEgyptian[bondage, (Welarelalsoltalledupon[tolteflectConthe
widerChistoryCbfChumanCklavery.[TTTogetherCwithCburChonOewish
brothersCandsisters, ClwelOcommemoratefthefact[dthatDdin[(01807,
Parliament[passedhe Abolitionldflthe(SlavelTradelAct. This@cthdas
thelcesultldfithany Mearsldf[dampaigning@yfhoseldould[SeefheDivine
Imagelin[thefaceldflCévery[humanlbeing.[IDespite[thelimportant
statementlit[dhade,[Rowever,fhelAct[Wasbot[évenBheBeginning[df
thel@ndldflslavery.OBlaveryldontinued@tfhatimelAndldontinueslih
ourldwnlday.[This[kafletldontains[domeldeadingsldnfheldubjectfhat
youldmayOwish[XoOncludeOnOyourCkommunalCbrfamily(BederCto
encouragelrkflectionldnthelslavelftradefbday.

TolBelfead(adt Yachatz, thelbreakingldfitheliddlelhatzah,(p.6
POVERTYISMHEROOTCAUSEOFMOSTISLAVERY

Traditionally, WWeBreakfheliddle[hatzah[dothatldnelpiecelis[uch
smallerhanhelother.(IThisCact[¢an$erveloltemindlis[that[the
distribution[of[MWwealth[and®esourceslihdurliorldHoday [k thotHair;
indeed,dheldgapBetweendich[and[poor[has[theverBeenlkider.(OThe
BiblicallprophetsfeachfhatWelthustiWork[@otdimply Forlddeduction
in absolute poverty,ButldlsofbridrhorejustldocietyihWhichl@dveryone
getsCafairC3hare, CandChot[the[tneagreCbreadCofCaffliction. TIWhen
holdinglupfheltatzah, MoulthayWish[blday:

Weltaisedhis[3maller[pieceldflinatzah, halachmalanya,dodemind
ourselves[thatldlavery(stillldxists, [fhatlpeopleldrelstill[BeingBought
andSold.WelMakeoom@tldur[$eder{ablel@andlnhBurheartsfor
thoselWhol@reowliherelWweldncelivere.[WelhavelSufferedWhile
othersC$toodbyLandpretendedhotfolknow.[Welhaveléatenthe
bitterfHerb; WelHaveleenfhkenfromdurfamiliesl@ndBrutalised.Ih
thelénd, Me[RaveldomedbKnowlih[durieryBeingfhatdoneldan[Be
freelintil[@lI[Ereflee.[AndHo, Me[dommitdurselvesoorkibriihe
freedomCofCallCpeople.[May[thetaste[dfthisCbread CofCaffliction’
remainCnCburCimouthsCuntilCallCtanCeatCOnCpeaceChndCkecurity.
Knowing[khat[hllCpeopleChrellYours, [0God, CwewillCurgeCbur
governmentlLandlallCLgovernmentsRoldo[ds[Youldnce[¢ommanded
PharaohConCourlbehalflllShalachLétCAmi!letMy[People[Go![May
theyl@ndWefbkelftheseWordsEbHeart. [IIIIAmMen

[MAdapted from[Besach@ndSlavery,[dnldnpublishedldocumentlproducedBytheformer
SociallActionBorum,[@0bintlArojectdfllliberal dudaismdndtheReformM™overment
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Avadim(Chayyinu, WelWERE[dlavesTHutlmillions[ARE[Slaves(tbday.

According@o[domeldstimates, fhereldre@sthany@s[27[million[Slaves
infhelworld@oday, [horefhan@t@nydtherfimelhAistory.' Bomeldf
theirdituationsitldurldlassiclunderstandingldfiwhatit[theansoBel(d
slavellhany[do@ot.IButfhoseWholdrebrcedihto[BondedIabouriob
paylfornedical(reatmentlandlévenforfood@reléverybit[ds[much
enslaved[@sldurldncestorsiWere.

1AM OT2Y
Avadim(Chayyinu,[D’varlAcheirllAnother[derspective

Welwere[$laves[to[[PharaohOn[Egypt.[IBut[before[that,(iwve[vere
refugeesdromaminethere.[MOurlancestorsdid[hot want tolgolto
Egypt;dhey had toBecauseldfldircumstancesBeyondfheirldontrol.I8o
itsWith[hany[defugees@ndlhanyl@conomicligrantsoday. If[fhey
cannotfeedhemselvesldrldareforheirld¢hildrenduefoldroughtlor
conflict,lWhatldhoiceldolfheyRaveButfoldeekfheltheansldfdurvival
elsewhere?

ManywholOldespairofldgaining
asylumegally[put[themselveslin
thed hands of(d unscrupulous
traffickers,COwho[thenOsell'Cthem
onasblackOmarketlabourers,
domestics[] and sex[d workers.
Theselthakellp[3dargelpercentageldflthelgloballslavefradelfoday. IIf
youlivelinCa[majorCmetropolitanCadrea, Somelbf(themCareprobably
livingMery[@earbMou,[@ossiblyl@venihMourldwn(street.

TolBeldead(at(p.(21

If the orphan is in debt,
he can only pay [with] himself.
Zambian Proverb
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B’cholldorMador...Inl8verylgeneration, Weldreldbligedfolsee

ourselvesldslifiwelgersonallyWentfbrthfromBgypt.

OtherOancientOpeoplesCImadellextravagantCclaimsOaboutdbeing
descendedromCgreat[heroes, ldrCévenldgods.[MUniquely,[@heOewish
people@as@Iwaysltracedlits@ncestryHackbBumblelslaves.Why?

1. See www.freethed aves.net

MGodWantssdb[knowfheReart'[df[fheMulnerablel@ndibBeldblelfb
identify Qith[theirCéxperience.[MUnderstandingCourselvesCashaving
been personally redeemedfromEgyptlshouldl@waken[dur[dompassion
andSpurldsEbMorkEbfteefhoseholdemainlénslaved.

RabbiMichael@ernerlsays, @ Theldentralihessageldf Pesach
isCthis:CoppressiveltealitiesCéan[belthanged; [Godsthe
forcelfhatthakeslt[fossibledbthoveffromWhatis’ Ib[Wwhat
oughtoBe’.[Recognizinghatransformativeforcedhldur
livesi$Eheldentral[fointldflthe Seder.”

mnlbwbylovainixelhhing

Maror(ItheBitterRerbs,[p.[32

InOthedSephardiOtradition,ditOis || TohatthayihterestHe
commontollsel&ndivelnstead[bf || likened?MoldthanBittenBy
horseradishCforCtheObitterCIherbs. || alSerpentlheshech [theans
AlthoughabitC3harp, Céndiveldoes || 'bite'@ndlinterest'), Wholi$

notC$tartCoutCparticularly[bitter[to
thelfaste.IHowever,fheldbngerldne
chews[ it, [0 thed more bitter] it
becomes.[d O SoOitOisCdwiththe

not[@wareldflthelitelntil[d
swelling[Sets(ih.[So, [fbo,
withlihterestII@Borrowerli$
notdBwareldfitLntilit[Swells

experiencelofldebtbondage®oth | upldllE@boutEHim.
forldountlesslihdividuals@ndforthe
HIPC'sOd (heavilyd indebted poor || dManhumalMishpatim(Q,
countries). Ex.[R.[31:6,[Sefer

HalAggadah
As[] the marord symbolises(] the

ongoingBitternessidfislavery,Weldo
NOT[declinelWhenweldatlit. (Toldecline[@tWill i [Ane[df[fheldctions[df
alfteelderson, [Mot[d[dlave.

Eggldnd(SaltWater,[p.(33

WelBeginldurSederlthealMith@nldgglihldaltWater.[Mhisi$@ndld@nd
widespreadldustom,ButdoldxplanationHasBeenBandeddown [fbr(it.
Welknowl[thatfheldaltWaterltepresents[durfears@ndheldgg
represents(dewllife[dndHope.Berhapsheneldatthefivolibgether
weldrelremindedfhatdewRopeldrises[dutldflsuffering.

Just@sirthIbllowsfhelgaindf[Mabour,[doffeedomIbllows[dlavery
and(iberationbllows[struggle.[Rabbinictraditionfbreseesfheirth
pangsldfffhe[Messiah, @ meldfI8ppression@nd(duffering, hichWill
heraldfhelimeldfifedemption.


http://www.freetheslaves.net

WeldanBelpEring@boutfhefimeldflcedemption. Butlitfequires(dflds
strugglel@ndfkears.Weldan@ring@nlandblslavery@tlast. ButitWill
notldomeithoutBeartache.[BsWeldatfheldggih[daltidater, Ietlds
resolvelfbldedicateldurselvesldnewdbfhelstrugglefbrfreedom for(all
God’sldhildren.dhen[dutldfthefears(df(dlaveryWill[dmergelopeldnd
joy.

LJ[SociallAction

YoulmhayikedbGbinkhisiorkih[dneldfthedbllowingWays:

IBecomeldHairtradeBynagogue, [Supportingl@roducersiWwholrkject
slavellabourlgractices.[@hooseldroductsithhel[Hairtradelabel b
useldt[HomelandihMourlsynagogue.[CQonsider[Havingld[Hairtrade
Kiddush.[Resourcesldt www.fairtrade.org.ukl@ndiberaldudaism
SociallAction http://www.liberaljudaism.org/tikkun 1.htm

MMbinheKldampaignEb@bolishithodernlslaveryH[AntiSlavery
International,Mhomas(@larksonHouse, fhelStableyard,[Broomgrove
Road, DondonSW9O[TL.[Mel[@202501[8920 www.antislavery.org
Further(detailsldfffheirldampaignEbldreventraffickingisldnfheir
websitel@nd(dlsolihfheliberaldudaismSocial[Actionlresourceldack
below.

MBurtherihformation(isihfheMiberaldudaismBociallAction’sIPesach
andSlavery’[tesourcelpack.Ihcludedlis@ampledétterEbfhePrime
Ministerl@nd[AntiSlavery’sldnlineDeclaration@gainstiSlavery@ndlis
consequences,hichMoulthayldonsiderlsigning. MouillfEindEhisldn
theiberaludaismSociallActionebpageldrlih@rintedfbrm By
writing[ib:

LiberaldudaismSociallAction,
TheMontagul@entre,
21[MapleStreet, HondonW1TM4BE

Whoeverlis[ablefolprotestlagainsttheBransgressionsloflhisFamily
andldoes[hotldol3olikheldtesponsibleBorBheBransgressionsoflhis
family.Whoeverlik[dbleBolprotestlagainstBhelfiransgressionsloflihe
peopleloflthistdommunitylandldoeslnotldodolik[heldlresponsiblelfor
theltransgressionsCofChisLéommunity. dWhoeverlisLable[toCprotest
againstlbhel@BransgressionslafliheléntireWorldlandldoes[notldodolik
heldltesponsiblelfbrithelttansgressions(dfithel@ntiredorld.
(Babylonianalmud,Shabbat(34b)
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