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A short note for educators

Who is this pack for?

The Make Poverty History Jewish Coalition hope this pack will be useful for a wide variety of
formal and informal educational settings — in schools and youth clubs, with students and adult
groups, in formal educational settings and in informal discussion amongst family and friends.

The compilers of the pack are clearly supportive of the aims of the MAKEPOVERTYHISTORY
campaign but the pack has been written in a non-polemic tone so that anyone can engage
with the issues — whether they currently support the campaign or not.

One pack for everyone

Knowing that the majority of background resource material will be equally useful to a teacher
of 8 year-olds or a convenor of an adult discussion group, we took the decision to make just
one pack rather than several aimed at different groups.

It should be apparent, particularly in the activities and readings sections, that not every item is
suitable for every group. For example, amongst the readings there are some poems that are
more suitable for younger groups and some that are only suitable for older groups or those
familiar with complex poetry. But, some of the material, such as the African proverbs can be
used by many different kinds of groups at different levels.

When can it be used?

The MAKEPOVERTYHISTORY campaign runs throughout the year and the material is
suitable for use at any time. Initially we hope that many people will take the opportunity to use
some of the material in the run-up to the G8 summit at the beginning of July 2005. Following
that, there are two other key dates — from 1% to 5" September the UN General Assembly
Special Summit will be examining progress on the Millennium Development Goals (which set
a target of halving world poverty by 2015) and from 13" to 18" December the World Trade
Organisation will be meeting in Hong Kong.

The vast majority of the material is not specific to the 2005 campaign and will be suitable for
use over a long period of time.

Schools

We are very much aware, first that schools have a great many demands on their busy
timetable and secondly, that primary schools in particular have rarely introduced such material
in their classrooms.

We suggest that this material is eminently suitable in the classroom in several ways.

For secondary students the material can easily be incorporated within the National Curriculum
and Exam syllabuses for subjects such as Geography and Religious Studies, as well as
sessions on Citizenship and PSHE which are gaining in importance.

Many of your students will already be interested in the issues as a result of the high profile
media coverage. This pack gives an opportunity for you and them to delve behind the ‘sound-
bites’ and explore the real issues in depth.

It may well be that the detailed information is not suitable for younger children but the simple
concept of making poverty history is something that any child can understand. In these
settings, the pack will be mostly useful as background reading for teachers rather than used
directly with children.
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Introduction

This year, hundreds of charities are banding together to run a pressure and
awareness campaign to make poverty history . Even if you have not noticed
yourself, many members of our communities will have seen the ‘click’ advert on
television or already be wearing the white band on their wrists. The Jewish coalition
consists of Jewish organisations across the Community who believe in this cause.
The coalition may already include your organisation as well!

This choveret (booklet) aims to help you raise the awareness of the people around
you — younger and older — of the deep-set poverty that is experienced by millions in
Africa, Asia and Latin America and ideas of what can be done about it. The
MAKE POVERTYHISTORY campaign is very simple and focuses on three areas of
change: trade, aid and debt.

The choveret includes readings, rabbis’ views on poverty, educational activities, a brief
explanation of the issues and key concepts, and a list of difficult questions that many
people have voiced regarding the make poverty history campaign.

One of those questions is: why is this relevant to us, as Jews?

Hillel is quoted in Ethics of the Fathers, advising that
“If I am not for myself, who is for me? If | am only for myself, what am 1? If not
now, when?” (1:14).
The sentiment “If | am only for myself’ does not just refer to the individual; the value
can be expanded to include our communal responsibilities. “If not now, when” ... 2005
iS a unique opportunity, with the leaders of the richest nations (G8) meeting in
Edinburgh this summer, and the UK holding the Presidency of the European Union
later this year. In addition 2005 is a symbolic year — the 20" anniversary of Live Aid.

Rabbi Abraham Joshua Heschel (1907-1972) wrote in his book The Prophets, that,
“above all, the prophets remind us of the moral state of a people: Few are
guilty, but all are responsible”.

Heschel suggests that while | may not be to blame for the inequality and suffering that

surrounds me in the national and international community, | share responsibility for

improving the situation. Heschel’s attitude reflects that of Hillel and is a quintessential

Jewish outlook, demonstrating a communal concern.

Underlying both Hillel and Heschel's statements is the value that we read in
Deuteronomy (16:20),
“Justice, Justice you shall pursue”.
In the Talmud (Sanhedrin 32b) we find a commentary exploring this phrase.
“Why is the word ‘justice’ written twice? To teach us that we must practice
justice at all times, whether it be for our profit or our loss, and towards all
people, towards Jews and non-Jews alike”.

The MAKEPOVERTYHISTORY campaign is not about raising money — so we cannot
suffer a loss from a pursuit of justice through this campaign. However, it is about
practicing justice at all times and towards all people, Jews and non-Jews alike.
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Justice, insofar as the campaign is concerned, is about having sufficient disease-free
water to drink, and food to eat. It is about helping millions of individuals and numerous
countries to be self sufficient in the long term through receipt of more and better aid,
and fair-trading regulations. This campaign is about raising the awareness of a daily
reality in Africa, Asia and Latin America and how we can pressure our government
and show them that we support the leading role they are taking in making this
difference.

In February 2005 members of the MAKEPOVERTYHISTORY JEWISH COALITION
(MPHJC) were present in Trafalgar Square to support Nelson Mandela launch the
MAKEPOVERTYHISTORY campaign. In his speech he stressed: “overcoming
poverty is not a gesture of charity. It is an act of justice".

Such a concept resonated strongly with the MPHJC, with its echoes of the Jewish
ideal of tzedakah, with an emphasis on giving as a duty not just as an act of
generosity.

The MPHJC is the Jewish voice within the MAKEPOVERTYHISTORY campaign. We
will raise awareness of the campaign within the Jewish community, send a delegation
of Jewish activists to the G8 summit in Scotland in July and offer assistance to
organisations running events for the campaign.

Members of the MAKE POVERTYHISTORY JEWISH COALITION include:

Assembly of Masorti Synagogues; Bnei Akiva; B  oard of Deputies of British
Jews; British ORT; Habonim Dror; Jewish Co  mmunity Centre for London;
Jewish Council for Racial Equality; Liberal Juda  ism; MaAfrika Tikkun UK;
Nativ (UJIA Makor); Reform Synagogues of Great B ritain; Spanish and
Portuguese Jews’ Congregation; Tzedek; Uniono fJewish Students;
United Synagogue; World Jewish Aid.
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The basics — Poverty

Nearly half the 6 billion people in the world are poor. As a matter of definition, there
are three degrees of poverty: extreme (or absolute) poverty, moderate poverty and
relative poverty. Extreme poverty means that households cannot meet basic needs
for survival. They are chronically hungry, unable to get health care, lack safe drinking
water and sanitation, cannot afford education for their children and perhaps lack
rudimentary shelter - a roof to keep rain out of the hut - and basic articles of clothing,
like shoes. Economist Jeffrey Sachs has described extreme poverty as, "the poverty
that kills."

The World Bank estimates that 1.1 billion people live in extreme poverty. Asia leads in
numbers but Africa has the highest proportion — nearly half of all its population, and it
has got worse over the past two decades as much of the world has grown richer.

The gap between the world’s rich and poor has never been wider. Malnutrition, AIDS,
conflict and illiteracy are a daily reality for millions.

But it isn’t chance or bad luck that keeps people trapped in bitter, unrelenting poverty.
It's man-made factors like a glaringly unjust global trade system, a debt burden so
great that it suffocates any chance of recovery and insufficient and ineffective aid .

It doesn’t have to be this way though.

In fact, back in 2001 the governments of the eight wealthiest nations on the planet
said that they were going to do something about it - in what was seen as a
breakthrough, they promised to halve world poverty by 2015.

Four years later the world is failing dismally to reach those targets.

Every single day 30,000 children die because they live in extreme poverty. This is
absolutely and totally unacceptable.

But we have been given another, maybe even a final chance — 2005.
This year offers a truly exceptional set of opportunities for the UK to take a lead
internationally and say that enough is enough.

With the UK hosting the G8 gathering of powerful world leaders in July as well as
holding the presidency of the European Union (EU) for the second half of the year, our
Government and particularly Gordon Brown and Tony Blair, will be influential players
on the world stage — we must make sure they play their part.

With enough public pressure, politicians will change policies that could improve the
lives of 800 million people.

They have the power and we can make them use it.
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The basics — Global Finance

All people are intimately linked together across the globe, whether they are aware of it
or not, and whether they are willing partners or not. Economies in poor countries
cannot develop in isolation — they depend on financial flows from other countries.

Poorer countries need money to develop, which could mean providing basic services
for their citizens (e.g. health or education) or improving infrastructure (e.g. roads,
water processing or electricity).

Countries get money in four main ways:

1. Tax

Countries like the UK depend on taxes for most of their income. The country receives
money from taxing companies and individuals, imposing charges/taxes on goods,
services (such as the use of roads) and from state-owned enterprises (e.g. drilling for
oil).

However in order to get money through taxes from citizens the country has to have a
‘formal economy’ meaning that people who are working can be traced and that people
earn enough to live on as well as paying tax. Many developing countries are based on
‘informal economies’ — where workers cannot be easily tracked or the people are too
poor to be taxed.

2. Aid

There are 3 main types of aid:
Bilateral aid is given from one country to another. Sometimes the donor
government gives aid without reservations. Other times aid is given with strings
and conditions attached (known as conditional or tied aid), which can benefit the
donor country more than the recipient.

Multi-lateral aid is given by a group of countries such as the European Union or
United Nations or through institutions such as the World Bank.

Voluntary aid is sent through voluntary organisations and charities, also known as
Non-Governmental Organisations (NGOs). The amount of voluntary aid is usually
much less than bilateral or multilateral aid.

Countries can also received aid in the form of products.

The UN establisrlled specialised agencies in order to tackle problems faced by
countries in crisis’. The Food and Agricultural Organisation's (FAO) main work is to
increase the amount and quality of food which people in developing countries receive.
UNICEF funds educational programmes that provide schools, teachers and equipment
and healthcare projects. The World Health Organisation (WHO) aims to improve the
health of people in developing countries.

1 Information from BBC Scotland Modern Studies Bitesize guide
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3. Borrowing money

Countries can borrow money from international finance organisations such as the
World Bank and the International Monetary Fund (IMF), from other countries or from
commercial banks.

The IMF provides short-term loans for countries in economic or financial difficulties,
with the main intention of stabilising the country's economy and financial system.
Along with the programme, the IMF provides details of the ‘recovery plan’ for the loan
and gives targets for the recipient country such as cutting budget deficits, decreasing
inflation, or reforming banking systems.

The World Bank provides long-term loans and other forms of help such as policy
advice and technical assistance for developing countries for a wide range of projects,
including infrastructure, health and education programmes and employment.

3. Trade
For countries to develop they have to be able to trade with each other. In the past the
Less Developed Countries (LDC)2 of the South exported raw materials or commodities
to the More Developed Countries (MDC) of the North. These raw materials were then
made into manufactured goods.

Imports - goods which are bought from other countries

Exports - goods which are sold to other countries

Balance of Trade - the difference between imports and exports

Manufactured goods - goods which have been made from raw materials

Often countries join together and create trade agreements or alliances. The European
Union is an example of a trade alliance.

Some countries which sell the same product form an alliance, for example oil
producing countries formed OPEC (Organisation of the Petroleum Exporting
Countries).

Over time more countries have come to compete on wide range of goods and
products. The reaction of some — mostly the richer nations — has been to impose
trade barriers such as regulations or taxes, which restricts the number of goods sold in
another country. The World Trade Organisation was created to govern this process
but has done little so far to rectify the imbalance in the rules.

2 See section on ‘Voices of the South’ for a comment on the labels we use to describe countries.

I"# 1 $ %$ % & % (
PAGE 9



MAKEPOVERTYHISTORY JEWISH COALITION

mphjc2005@gmail.com

Education

There are approx 100
million children around the
world who are receiving no
education at all and 60% of
these are girls. Unless
there are dramatic
increases in aid, African
countries will not be able to
get every child into school
for another 150 years.

~

Campaign
A connected series of activities

designed to
particular result.

bring

The
campaign brings together

300 different organisations, all of
whom want to bring about global

change in 2005

Aid

in need.

All  developing
need more money to be
to reduce poverty,
healthcare, education

services for their citizens.

HIV

HIV stands for Human
Immunodeficiency
Virus.

There is a lot of
evidence that says the
HIV virus leads to
AIDS. Thirty million
Africans are affected
by AIDS, and 4.1
million will die in the
near future, unless
they are given
treatment they can

Qﬁord.

countries

provide

about

MAKEPOVERTYHISTORY

Africa

Continent made up of 53
countries that are all very
different in traditions,
religion, wealth, language,
food and political situation.
Africa contains some of the
poorest countries in the
world.

a

over
Conflict

An  extended  struggle
between people who have

Providing assistance to those

incompatible goals.
Many people consider
poverty and conflict to be

able

Poverty
and

clothing and

shelter.

This literally means being poor
but can be understood as the
lack of good food, clean water,
reasonable

linked; fighting leads to
severe disruption of
agriculture and industry

and the difficulties of living
in  poverty leads to

increased tension.

Debt

Owing more money than you
can pay.

Many of the world’s poorest
countries have to spend more
in repayment of debts than on
healthcare or education.

Trade

Buying
services.
At the moment, the rules of
international trading are unfair and
in favour of countries which are
already wealthy.

or selling items or

Active

Being ready for or participating in some
sort of action.

Being an ‘active citizen’ is used to
describe  knowing your rights and
responsibilities, and making a positive
contribution to your community /
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The basics — Jewish sources on poverty

Can we make poverty history?
For the poor will never cease out of the land ... (Deuteronomy 15:11)
However, there will be no poor among you ... (Deuteronomy 15:4)

Both these statement refer to a time to come — possibly a messianic time, or perhaps
just a time when all Israelites will keep to the laws. So a fundamental Jewish question
is whether we believe that it is actually possible to MAKEPOVERTYHISTORY.

One way of resolving these two, apparently contradictory, statements is to view them
as sequential. First, in the sequence is the recognition that there have always been
poor people. But in our tradition, we don't believe that poverty is inherently virtuous or
that we have to accept the status quo — poverty represents an injustice which we all
have a responsibility to address.

... poverty is like death (Talmud Nedarim 64b)

This leads to the next part of the sequence.
When there is a needy man amongst you ... you shall not harden your heart.
... You shall surely open your hand to him ... (Deuteronomy 15: 7-8)

This acceptance of responsibility for another person draws the individual and the
nation on the path towards more widespread acceptance of mitzvot including the
remission of debts:
... every creditor shall remit any debt owed by his neighbour and brother
(Deuteronomy 15: 2)

And if we followed God’s laws to the full;
God will then bless you in the land that God your Lord is giving you to occupy
as a heritage, and there will not be any more poor among you. (Deuteronomy
15: 4)

Our obligation to be active rather than passive

Maybe, reading this, you still feel that the task of making poverty history throughout
the world is just too big. If so remember the teaching of the Talmudic Rabbis that,
He [Rabbi Tarfon] used to say: It is not your duty to finish the work, but you are
not at liberty to neglect it. (Pirkei Avot, Ch 2)

Through the institution of the Jubilee — the fiftieth year, when debts are restored,
slaves are freed and land restored to its original owners - the Torah teaches us that
the work of restoring economic justice is not for someone else, but it is the
responsibility of the whole nation. Noting the importance of the shofar in both the
Jubilee and the High Holydays, Rav Kook (1865-1935) the first Chief Rabbi of what
was then Palestine links the two;

From the Jubilee emanates a spiritual power which progressively gains

momentum until it is possessed of sufficient vitality to remedy the distortions
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and faults of the past, restoring national life to its original conception and its
pristine freshness. The divine ethereal spirit of general forgiveness which is
encountered by every individual on Yom Kippur assumes, through the sanctity
of Jubilee, a public character when a nation is visited with a spirit of forgiveness
and repentance in remedying the injustices of the past.

Rav Kook saw the Jubilee as a challenge to us all - to nation states and to all of us
participating in them. The Jubilee asks us if we can assume the ‘spiritual power’ to
‘remedy the distortions and faults of the past’?

Tzedakah and beyond

Our tradition has many teachings related to assisting the poor and the weak in society.
Readers will be familiar with the obligations of tzedakah — often translated simply as
‘charity’ but actually based on the word tzedek meaning justice or making things right
or balanced in the world. So tzedakah more correctly means something like ‘using
money to correct in-balances and creating a more just world'.

But the MAKEPOVERTYHISTORY campaign asks us to go beyond tzedakah — the
use of our money. The campaign is concerned with political change. As Bob Geldof
says — “This time we don’t want your money, we want your voice”. So, what does
Jewish tradition say about this form of engagement?

Our Rabbis are clear that we have an obligation, not just to give, but also to listen and
understand the needs of the poor.
Mishnah : We may compel a person to contribute to the building of a gate
house for the community...
Gemara: Is a gate house always a positive thing? There was a certain pious
man who was frequently visited by Elijah -- but he built a gate house and Elijah
stopped appearing to him. (Talmud, Baba Batra 7b)
Rashi: That is because a gate house keeps the poor away, so that those inside
the community cannot hear their cries.

A later and more graphic teacher states that:
If you want to raise a person from mud and filth, do not think it is enough to
keep standing on top and reaching a helping hand down to the person. You
must go all the way down yourself, down into the mud and filth. Then take hold
of the person with strong hands and pull the person and yourself out into the
light. (Rabbi Shelom of Karlin, 18" Century)

Another story portrays two old acquaintances in conversation. One says to the
other, ‘Do you love me?’ The other replies, ‘Of course, | do, we’'ve known each
other for so long.” The first continues, ‘Do you know the things that cause me
pain?’ The other responds, ‘Well ... no. How could I?’ The first concludes,
‘How can you really love me if you don't even know what pains me?,

If we wish to ‘love our neighbour’ we have to make some effort to find out the truth and
reality of our neighbour’s life.

I"# 1 $ %$ % & % (
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Speaking out
The Torah says in various places (Deuteronomy 13:6, 17:7, 21:21, 24:7),
You shall eradicate the evil from your midst.

The great prophets of the Bible are role models — not only did they stand up to
proclaim the words of justice for all the people but they also challenged the
government (at that time, the King) when he had done something wrong or felt he was
above God'’s laws. The two most famous stories are those of the prophet Nathan who
challenged King David (2 Samuel 12: chapters 11 and 12) and the prophet Elijah’s
repeated confrontations with King Ahab (1 Kings: chapters 18 and 21).

The Talmud turned these principles into a resounding summary.
Whoever is able to protest against the transgressions of his family and does not
do so is held responsible for the transgressions of his family. Whoever is able
to protest against the transgressions of the people of his community and does
not do so is held responsible for the transgressions of his community. Whoever
is able to protest against the transgressions of the entire world and does not do
so is held responsible for the transgressions of the entire world. (Shabbat 54b)

More recent Rabbis have also made clear our obligations to our community and the
wider society.

Individual piety pales in the face of the sin of not protesting against an
emerging communal evil, and a person will be held accountable for not
preventing wickedness when capable of doing so. (Maharal of Prague, 16™
century — paraphrase)

We came because we could not stand idly by our brother’s blood. We have
done that too many times before. We have been vocal in our exhortation of
others but the idleness of our hands too often revealed an inner silence. We
came as Jews who remember the millions of faceless people who stood quietly,
watching the smoke rise from Hitler’s crematoria. We came because we know
that second only to silence, the greatest danger to man is loss of faith in man’s
capacity to act. (Statement of Rabbis joining with a civil rights march in St
Augustine, Florida, USA in 1964.)
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A GUIDE TO TRADE, AID
AND DEBT
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Voices of the ‘South’*

* Many terms are used to describe the poorer nations of Africa, Asia and Latin
America. Each has its uses and abuses. One term that has entered common
usage since the 1987 Brundtland Report on Environment and Development is
the ‘South’. It is less emotive than many similar terms and is most commonly
used in the context of the need to listen to the voices of those who are rarely
heard in UK mass media. Other terms that are sometimes used include ‘Third
World’, ‘Developing Countries’ or ‘low income countries’. In schools the terms
‘Less Developed Countries’ are often used by examination boards. All these
terms should be used with sensitivity to their potentially negative connotations.
Best of all is to be specific about the actual countries or regions you are
referring to — for example sub-Saharan Africa, or south Asia or Latin America.

First, two eminent leaders who have given their sup port to the Make Poverty
History campaign.

Nelson Mandela's speech in London's Trafalgar Square on 3 February. Full text on
http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/uk_politics/4232603.stm .

As you know, | recently formally announced my retirement from public life and should
really not be here. However, as long as poverty, injustice and gross inequality persist
in our world, none of us can truly rest.

Massive poverty and obscene inequality are such terrible scourges of our times - times
in which the world boasts breathtaking advances in science, technology, industry and
wealth accumulation - that they have to rank alongside slavery and apartheid as social
evils.

Like slavery and apartheid, poverty is not natural. It is man-made and it can be
overcome and eradicated by the actions of human beings.

And overcoming poverty is not a gesture of charity. It is an act of justice. It is the
protection of a fundamental human right, the right to dignity and a decent life.

While poverty persists, there is no true freedom.

The steps that are needed from the developed nations are clear. The first is ensuring
trade justice.

The second is an end to the debt crisis for the poorest countries.

The third is to deliver much more aid and make sure it is of the highest quality.

In 2005, there is a unique opportunity for making an impact. In September, world
leaders will gather in New York to measure progress since they made the Millennium
Declaration in the year 2000. The G8 leaders, when they meet in Scotland in July,

have already promised to focus on the issue of poverty, especially in Africa.

| say to all those leaders: do not look the other way; do not hesitate. Recognise that
the world is hungry for action, not words. Act with courage and vision.
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Sometimes it falls upon a generation to be great. You can be that great generation. Let
your greatness blossom.

Of course the task will not be easy. But not to do this would be a crime against
humanity, against which | ask all humanity now to rise up.

Make Poverty History in 2005. Make History in 2005. Then we can all stand with our
heads held high.

Thank you.

A message from President Benjamin William Mkapa of Tanzania . Full text
available on http://www.jubileedebtcampaign.org.uk/?lid=559.

When | became President of Tanzania in 1995, our country was witnessing a serious
deterioration of basic services, and a high and unsustainable debt burden. One of my
first priorities was to reverse these trends by increasing government revenue and
seeking debt relief: you were my greatest partners in that campaign. Together we
waged a worthy struggle, and in 2001 Tanzania was granted significant debt relief. As
promised, this was directed to the priority sectors of education, health, water, rural
roads and HIV/AIDS, enabling us to increase resources for poverty reduction by 130
per cent.

We have already witnessed tremendous successes. The primary school population
has increased by 66 per cent — the greater part of an extra two million children - and
the shortfall in the enrolment of girls has been eliminated. We have built 45,000
classrooms, 1,925 new primary schools and over 7,500 homes for teachers in
partnership with their communities; between 2000 and 2004, we recruited 37,261 new
teachers, and retrained another 14,852. The pass rate in the Leaving Examination
doubled in two years. At this rate, we believe that the goal of universal basic education
can be attained in Tanzania in 2006, 9 years ahead of the United Nations 2015 target!!

However, much remains to be done. We would dearly love to be able to provide free
secondary schooling for all our children, for example, but cannot do so because the
remaining level of debt is still such a drain on resources. Tanzania has shown dramatic
improvements after getting partial relief. Clearly, much more can be done with total
debt cancellation.

Thank you for your kind attention.

On to the Jubilee!!
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Our partners in the MAKEPOVERTYHISTORY campaign, the Catholic Fund for
Overseas Development (CAFOD), invited colleagues to write open letters to the G8
leaders. These are a selection — more can be found at
http://www.cafod.org.uk/news_and_events/features/letters_to_g8.

Kenya: Community Initiatives Trust
Dear G8 Leaders,

Before returning to the office to write this letter | happened to meet one of my programme
beneficiaries. | asked her what she was carrying on her back. Juliana Wangatri, a widow, told
me it was a sack of leftover food she had gathered from a few makeshift hotels across the
slum in Soweto, Kenya where she lives.

Wangari's two daughters died four years ago due to HIV/AIDS. She now takes care of her four
grandchildren aged between seven and 13 years. They live in a one-bedroom shack. She
sells leftovers as pig food. As sole provider for her grandchildren she walks long distances
searching for leftovers in order to earn enough to feed them. She earns about Kshs 50(less
than a dollar) on a lucky day. Other days she is not so lucky. Sometimes she may go for two
or three days without selling anything. During these bad days she is forced to take credit from
a small kiosk to feed herself and dependants. Sugar, tea and bread are luxuries she cannot
afford. She only has one meal per day and light porridge in the mornings.

There are many more like Juliana within the slums of Soweto. People living in these inhuman
conditions can only be helped by the developed countries cancelling external debts for poor
countries, increasing international aid (- that would help provide for business loans for poor
who cannot access bank loans- ) and justice in trade.

Most of the people living in Soweto do not possess competitive marketable skills for the labour
market. To scratch out a living some are hawkers or petty traders. Generally, the area is
characterised by urban poverty and decay as exemplified in the absence of roads, electricity
and telephones. Water is nearly non-existent and there is no sewage system. As a result there
are piles of rubbish and raw sewage. Disease is rampant.

| passionately appeal to you, on behalf the Soweto slum dwellers whom | serve, to note that
money which could reduce poverty in areas like Soweto is diverted to debt repayment. My
programme helps marginalized and poor women living in Soweto. We train and help them
identify and undertake small-scale business projects geared towards uplifting their standard of
living. We can only help more people by an increase in aid. Fair trade would facilitate and
encourage more unemployed people to set up small businesses and thus live with dignity,
which will in turn increase their contributions, to fight against poverty in more sustainable way.

I challenge you to adopt a more comprehensive understanding of poverty and to urgently
intensify your work towards poverty eradication.

Respectfully yours,

John Seti

Programme Co-ordinator for Community Initiatives Trust working in partnership with Soweto
Urban Development Association (SUDA), Kenya.
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Uganda: Kitovu Mobile AIDS Home Care, Counsellinga nd Orphans Programme
(MAHCOP)

Dear world leaders,

With experience from the grass-root communities whom we work with, the level of poverty in
Uganda has exceeded the extremes of poverty in other countries. Experience has also
revealed that poverty has highly contributed to HIV/AIDS spread in our communities.

Similarly, a majority of our clients (people living with HIV/AIDS) as well as orphans and
vulnerable children (OVCs) are unable to afford even the basics in life such as medical care,
shelter, food, and clothing, and their poor status only aggravates their diseased conditions.

Also, teenage school dropouts who are being trained in intensive integrated sustainable
organic farming have no markets for their surplus produce!

The government of Uganda too has tried efforts through universal primary education for
primary school-going children to access free education. However, due to the tremendous
poverty, some OVCs have dropped out of school because they cannot afford buying uniforms
and other scholastic requirements.

Many family homes are temporarily built, leaking and half fallen down. Families survive on one
meal per day, without clothing or bedding. In the same way, although MAHCOP has mobilised
self-help groups in rural communities, where members are required to save a little of their
earnings, it is depressing that some of the group members have failed to save even a sum of
100 shillings per week — the cost of a pencil for a child to write with at school!!

Despite MAHCOP's effort in the struggle against the impacts of HIV/AIDS, poverty is a high
contributing factor in making our struggle impossible.

We wish to call upon all G8 leaders to supplement our effort in a sustainable way by;
increasing aid, cancelling debt and ensuring fair trade rules as a strong measure to make
poverty history.

Unless these issues are addressed, poverty will never be made history. It will remain a
permanent visitor in African households making life much more difficult for the vulnerable
communities.

Rosemary Nakijoba

Programme Deputy Director
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Honduras: Honduran Christian Organization for Integ ral Development (OCDIH)
Dear Sirs, Members of the G8 countries,

We are an organisation of indigenous people and peasant farmers in Honduras. We have
worked for ten years with people living on the edge of survival - communities who lack
medicine, education, land and small-scale farmers who find it difficult to sell their crops.

Communities like Chonco, a group of 46 indigenous Chorti families, located in the municipality
of Copan Ruins. Despite living just 1.8 miles from Copan Ruins - the most important
Archaeological Site of Middle America - this community does not have drinking water,
electricity or access for vehicles; when the school opened in 1997, illiteracy was 98%. In 1997,
a cholera epidemic ravaged this community, six people died because of lack of access to
health care.

There are hundreds more communities like this, in the same or worse conditions. In recent
years the situation has been aggravated by the burden of the foreign debt, which prevents the
state from investing in social areas.

Instead the state has been gradually dismantling services following the recommendations of
the IMF and the World Bank to privatise services and reduce the total payroll. Recently, and
against vast sectors of civil society, the Free Trade Agreement between the US and Central
America (CAFTA) was signed without taking into account the asymmetries between our states
and the empire.

This does not intend to create a stronger Central American bloc but rather subordinates it and
allows market forces to marginalize millions of people from human development.
We are extremely concerned about:

the future of our food sovereignty under treaties that allow surplus products to be dumped
in our country.

the privatisation of water, health and education services — transforming into commodities
things that should be considered as rights.

the non-discriminatory treatment of foreign companies putting our small and medium-sized
businesses in a position of disadvantage.

free trade agreements because they create an unfavourable relationship between
domestic laws and the multi-million dollar demands of big corporations.

We hope that a sense of brotherhood and solidarity will influence the decisions that you, as
G8, will make regarding our Third World Countries.

Yours sincerely,

Edgardo Chevez, Co-ordinator OCDIH
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A VERY simple guide to ... TRADE

Millions of people are stuck in the ‘trade trap’. No matter how hard they work, they
earn less every year. The situation is so dismal, half the world's population now lives
on less than US$2 a day - roughly the cost of a burger.

Liberalisation and Free Trade

Trade literally refers to buying and selling items. Trading can be on a micro level (such
as between people) or macro level (between countries). In the last twenty years
trading between countries has tripled, but the profits have not been equally shareds3.
During the 1980s and 1990s, there was a growing feeling that the best way for
countries to develop was through ‘trade liberalisation’. This refers to “the reduction of
tariffs and trade barriers to permit more foreign competition and foreign investment in
the economy™4. Liberalisation was enforced by the World Trade Organisation (WTO).

This process led to ‘free trade’ i.e. trade without restrictions. This means that all
countries can sell their goods for the best price available. In theory, countries with low
labour costs (‘developing countries’) are able to sell their goods at a cheaper price
than countries with higher costs. In reality this is not the case as multi-national
companies are able to exploit the low labour costs in developing countries and can
offer their goods for a lower price than smaller, local companies (or individuals).

World Trade is estimated to be worth $10 million a minute — the worlds 49 least
developed countries account for only 0.4% of this (Christian Aid).

A Ghanaian cocoa farmer only gets 1.2% of the price we pay for a bar of chocolate
(Oxfam)

Agriculture and commodities °

The economic systems put in place by colonial rule mean that most developing
countries are extremely dependent on a narrow range of exports. More than 70% of
the world’s poorest people live in rural areas and depend on agriculture for part or all
of their income. The price paid for agricultural crops (e.g. coffee, sugar, chocolate) and
commodities (e.g. textiles) are very dependent on global factors. ‘Big players’ are able
to stockpile supplies when they are cheap or stop buying when prices rise. This
means that commodity-dependent nations can find themselves having to export
increasing quantities to earn the same amount of money.

Case-study research has shown how particular groups can suffer from high
unemployment levels as local industries collapse due to competition from local
imports, or because of declining prices for their crops. The increased risks from
greater exposure to international competition are suffered by people with very few
resources, and with extremely limited opportunities to find other sources of income if
things go wrong.

3 Oxfam’s Cool Planet website
4 BBC Worldservice Guide to Development Speak
5 Make Poverty History Tool Kit April 2005
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Around 65% of India’s population (600 million people) depend on agriculture for at
least part of their income. India’s farmers represent 20-30% of the world farming
population.

Between 1996 and 2000, Ghana increased cocoa production by almost a third but
was paid a third less (Oxfam).

Protecting trade
The opposite of free trade is to restrict competition from other countries or companies
by imposing restrictions on imported goods; called ‘Protectionism’. The options:
Embargo - a complete ban on the importing of certain goods.
Quota — setting a limit on the amount that can be imported.
Tariff — tax applied only to imported goods, making them more expensive than
home-produced ones.
Subsidy — a government may give assistance to a home producer to allow them to
compete more successfully.

These systems should help countries and businesses that are vulnerable, however
this is not always the case. In reality these trade rules usually work in favour of richer
countries. They are able to offer high subsidies for their own industries allowing them
to sell their produce at cheap prices. At the same time the richer countries can
impose high import tariffs on imported goods, making it more difficult for goods from
developing countries to be sold at competitive prices.

Europe and the USA combined subsidise their farmers around $1 billion a day
(Oxfam)

Average tariffs on manufactured goods from developing countries are more than
four times those on goods from developed countries (UN Human Development
Report, 2003).

What needs to be done

At the moment the world’s richest countries are in a win-win situation, while people in
the poorest countries continue to live in extreme poverty. The solution has to be trade
justice instead of free trade. We need to put pressure on governments to change the
rules of international trade so that poor countries can develop, build their own
industries and grow stronger. Changes would make sure that developing countries
increase their share of world exports; if this happened by only 1%, 128 million people
could be lifted out of poverty (Oxfam).

The UK government should®:
Fight to ensure that governments, particularly in poor countries, can choose the
best solutions to end poverty and protect the environment.
End export subsidies that damage the livelihoods of poor communities around the
world.
Make laws that stop big business profiting at the expense of people and the
environment.

6 Trade Justice Movement
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Jewish sources on trade

Jewish tradition pays great attention to ethics in business and economic life. Indeed
one story relates that the first question one is asked when one arrives in the world to
come is, “Did you deal fairly in business?”.

The starting point is a basic consideration of justice.
If you sell anything to your neighbour or buy anything from your neighbour, you
shall not wrong one another. (Leviticus 25:14)

An important concept derived from this text is the idea that BOTH selling and buying
have the potential for wrong-doing.

An overview of Jewish texts suggest the following principles.

Honesty

Maimonides teaches:
It is forbidden to cheat people in buying and selling, or to deceive them.
(Mishneh Torah, Hilchot Mechirah 18:1)

Fairness
You shall have true scales, true weights, true dry and liquid measures.
(Leviticus 19:36)

Don’t abuse your greater knowledge or power
You shall ... not put a stumbling block before the blind. (Leviticus 19:14).

This well known text was never assumed by the Rabbis to be about literally putting
blocks in front of blind people. It was always interpreted metaphorically and widely,
particularly in the area of commerce. It is not permitted to use one’s greater
knowledge or power in the marketplace to the disadvantage of someone else.
Another teaching derived from this text is the prohibition from selling something that
can cause harm to the buyer or someone else.

You should treat those working for you properly
You shall not oppress a hired servant. (Deuteronomy 24:14)

The wages of a hired servant shall not remain with you at night until morning.
(Leviticus 19:13)

In contemporary society when multi-national companies may choose to produce
goods wherever they wish, we are all responsible for ensuring that the people who
make our goods are treated properly. And, taking these texts one step beyond the
literal meaning ... if those in poorer countries are our ‘hired servants’ making the
things we desire (tea, coffee, sugar, clothes) then we have a responsibility to ensure
they are paid properly and fairly for their work.
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A VERY simple guideto .... AID

For all developing countries, the amount of aid they receive and how it is spent is a
critical part of their efforts to reduce poverty.

Today rich countries give half as much aid, as a proportion of their income, as they did
in the 1960s. In 1970 countries agreed to spend 0.7% of their Gross National Income
on aid by 1980. In 2005, almost all the richest countries have failed to reach the target.
Countries of the European Union are responsible for more than half of the world’s aid
flows — we have the ability to significantly increase the aid that is needed to meet the
Millennium Development Goals (MDGSs) by 2015,

Why is more aid needed °?

There is a problem with how the money from richer countries is given to poorer
countries. Aid can make the greatest impact if it is given to the poorest people.
However, richer countries (called the ‘donors’) often prefer to give aid money to some
countries rather than others (with whom they have a special relationship). This means
that some poorer countries have a few donors giving money to them and that others
may not have any donors at all. For example, the British government sends most of its
$5bn of aid to former Commonwealth countries.

Oxfam reports say that this failure to focus on the poorest countries is unacceptable.
These countries, particularly in Africa, are the least likely to be agble to reach the
MDGs. Aid money for these countries must be immediately increased .

However, even poorer countries with several donors can still have problems because
each of these donors may ask the government to do different things with their aid
money. This makes it hard for the poorer country’s government to follow its own plans
for the country (including economy, health, education and other services). Providing
stipulations for receiving aid is called ‘Conditionality’.

How should it be improved?

Very often the donors only promise aid for a short time. The money may only be given
for one year and not the next, or the amount of money given may go up and down.
This means that governments cannot rely on this money to spend every year and it is
very hard for them to make plans. Long-term promises can help tackle the causes of
poverty instead of only looking at the symptomslo.

Donor governments must stop providing conditional aid (sometimes referred to as tied
aid). This is when aid is given “on the condition that developing countries use these
funds to buy goods (such as medical supplies or water pumps) or services (such as

7 OXFAM NGO Joint Briefing Paper (2005)
8 Taken from Oxfam’s Cool Planet Website
9 OXFAM NGO Joint Briefing Paper (2005)
10 HM Treasury International Finance Facility Proposal (2004)
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consultancy contractlsé) from the donor countryn.” Currently about 21% of aid is still
given with conditions .

ActionAid UK highlights the problems with Conditional Aid:
It put the needs of companies over those of poor people.
The developing country may be able to get lower priced, better quality products
and services from elsewhere".
It creates a link between donor governments provision of aid and the possibilities
of market expansion.
It discourages local ownership and commercial participation in development
projects.
It creates a reliance on the donor country — for knowledge, technology and spare
parts.

Giving aid without conditions attalghed can solve these problems and can increase the
value of the money by up to 20% .

What must be done?

The targets of giving 0.7% of national income in aid must be met.

Low-income countries must be prioritised.

There must be no requirements to purchase goods or services from donor
countries

Aid should aim to build the economic capacity of developing countries.

What effect could that have °?

If the UK met the target of giving 0.7% of their Gross National Income on aid by 2008,
an extra 1.5 million people could be lifted out of poverty that year.

Education - Young people who have completed primary education are less than half
as likely to contract HIV as those missing an education. Universal primary education
would prevent 700,000 cases of HIV each year, almost 30% of all new infections in
this age group. Providing universal primary education would cost just $10 billion a
year.

Health - One woman dies every minute as a result of problems in pregnancy or
childbirth. Of these, 99% are in developing countries. 8 million lives could be saved
every year if minimal healthcare was available in developing countries.

For a wide ranging discussion of issues and Jewish sources relating to emergency aid and
relief see “Tsunami; a Jewish educational resource” produced by Tzedek and UJIA Makor.

11 Action Aid UK
12 HM Treasury International Finance Facility Proposal (2004)

13 Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development studies have shown that tying aid can
increase the prices of goods and services by up to 25%

14 HM Treasury International Finance Facility Proposal (2004)
15 Make Poverty History Campaign
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Jewish sources on aid

The basic Jewish principle relating to the issue of Aid, is tzedakah which was
introduced earlier (Jewish responses to Poverty).

With regard to Aid we must address the questions of who we should support, how
much should we give, and in what manner should we give it.

Who should we support?
Our Rabbis taught: ‘Give sustenance to the poor of the non-Jews as well as
with the poor of Israel. Visit the sick of the non-Jews as well as the sick of
Israel. Bury the dead of the non-Jews as well as the dead of Israel. [Do all
these things] because of the ways of peace. (Talmud, Gittin 61a)

There is much discussion as to what ‘the ways of peace’ means. Is it just that we only
help non-Jews for a quiet life so they won't attack us? The Rabbis were quite clear
that this is not the case - ‘peace’ is our ultimate goal and so doing something ‘for the
sake of peace’ (shalom is harmony and wholeness) is to aim for our highest
aspirations.

Just in case there is any doubt the Rabbis emphasised on many occasions, not only
our obligations to our ‘neighbour’1é but also the stranger.
Should a stranger dwell among you, you shall not wrong him. As one of your
citizens, he shall be, the stranger who dwells among you: and you shall love
him as your self for you were strangers in the land of Egypt; | am the Lord your
(plural) God. (Leviticus 19:33-34) Rashi on ‘your God’: your (singular) God,
and his God, am I.

How much should we give?
The Jewish vision of helping the poor embodies two important values:
The poor should be provided a dignified standard of living, not a subsistence
existence;
It is a mitzvah to give to a poor person what is needed. If one has no clothing,
clothing should be provided. If one has no furniture, it should be obtained. If
he has no wife, you should help him get married. If it is an unmarried woman,
help her find a husband. (Maimonides, Gifts to the Poor 7:3)

Responsibility for the poor rests upon the community as a whole, so that the poor
are not held hostage to the whims of wealthy donors.
Every Jewish community is obliged to appoint charity administrators, respected
and reliable individuals who will collect from each person what he is fit to
contribute... and give to each poor person enough for his needs for the week.
(Shulchan Arukh Yoreh Deah 256:1)

16 As the idea of the ‘neighbour’ is important in much of the social and economic ethics within our
tradition, we need to ask ourselves who we understand to be our neighbour in a society that brings us in
intimate contact with people across the globe. And we should not forget that we have equal obligations
to two other categories of people - the ‘stranger’ and even, remarkably, our ‘enemy’.
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The manner of giving

The Jewish approach recognises the emotional aspect of poverty. It is hard when
your life and ability to maintain yourself, your family or your country has been
eradicated or destroyed. More than just money is required — we have to build up the
person.

Sacred to the Lord is the human dignity and personality of the recipient of
charity, and they must not be hurt or lowered. Moreover, of greater merit than
giving to the poor, is to help him to become self supporting. (Talmud, Shabbat
63a)

Maimonides clarifies and extends this approach in his famous categorisation of
different ways of giving.

There are eight levels of tzedaka, each higher than the other. The highest
level, which cannot be exceeded is when one supports someone by giving him
a gift, or a loan, or entering into partnership with him, or creates a job for him so
that he supports him until he no longer needs to depend upon others. About
this is written. ‘And you shall support the stranger and the resident and they
shall live with you ..." which is to say that you must support him until he will not
fall and become needy. (Mishneh Torah, Gifts to the Poor 10:7)
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A VERY simple guideto .... DEBT

Where did the debt come from?

Poor countries were lent money in the 1960s and 1970s. Some was for useful
purposes, but much went to projects that did not benefit the country’s people or that
helped to prop up dictators. As interest rates shot up in the 1970s and 1980s, many
countries ended up still owing more than the original loan, even after years of
repayments. To make matters worse, lenders have attached damaging conditions to
debt relief, for instance demanding privatisations which benefit big corporations in the
rich world, or forcing cuts in public spending, meaning that some countries are
prevented from employing teachers or buying basic medicines. People in the poor
world are suffering both from repaying the debts and from these conditions.

Hasn't all poor country debt been cancelled?

No! At the beginning of 2005, only $49 billion of debt has been cancelled. Low income
countries still owe over $523 billion. Cancellation so far has happened through the
Heavily Indebted Poor Countries (HIPC) initiative, the current - grossly inadequate -
international debt relief scheme.

They can never be paid anyway

Unlike individuals, there is no international law of bankruptcy to draw a line under
poor countries' debts.

Interest rates and currency devaluation mean that debts are growing faster than
poor countries' ability to pay.

Unfair conditions in the global economy, such as trade barriers and collapsing
prices for poor country exports, have meant that even as countries work harder to
pay their debts they are able to earn much less. The International Monetary Fund
and World Bank, bodies which police the international finance system, have forced
debtor nations to accept advice which makes these problem worse.

Debt Hurts

Zambia’s debt repayments to the IMF alone cost $25 million, more than the
country’s education despite 40% of rural women being unable to read and write.

Sub-Saharan Africa receives $10 billion in aid every year — but has to pay back at
least this amount in debt repayments.

Malawi spends more on servicing its debt than on health, despite nearly one in five
Malawians being HIV positive.

Despite being the second country to be granted debt cancellation (after Uganda)
Bolivia still spends more on debt servicing than on health, even though its infant
mortality rate is 10 times that of the UK.
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How can we prevent another debt crisis in the long term?

In the longer term, governments must take action to ensure that we never return to a
debt crisis like the one which has now been crushing poor countries for decades. It
must be recognised that ‘odious’ debts, incurred by oppressive regimes, should not be
repaid. Debt audits or an open, just and impartial arbitration process is needed to
judge which debts countries cannot and should not pay. The rich world should ensure
that poor countries have sustainable financing to meet their needs, through an
increase in aid and a bias towards giving grants not loans.

What still needs to happen?

In country after country governments are spending more on repaying debts than they
are on health or education. Rich countries continue to pursue claims on the budgets of
poor nations, with devastating effects for the world's poor. To date only 10% of the
total debt owed by low-income countries has been cancelled.

All unpayable debts must be cancelled.
Countries must show moral and political leadership in debt negotiations.

Funding for debt relief should come from new sources and not from the funds
already allocated.

More grants should be made to poor countries to avoid future debt.
The debts should be cancelled without imposing economic-policy conditions.

A fair and transparent debt-arbitration process should be created to ensure that
poor countries can meet the basic human needs of their people.

Debt Relief Works!

In Benin, 54% of the money saved through debt relief has been spent on health
including rural primary health care and HIV programmes.

In Tanzania, debt relief enabled the government to abolish primary school fees,
leading to a 66% increase in attendance.

After Mozambique was granted debt relief, it was able to offer all children free
immunisation.

In Uganda, debt relief led to 2.2 million people gaining access to clean water.
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Jewish sources on debt

If you lend money to any of My people who are poor, you shall neither act like a
harsh creditor toward them nor shall you collect interest. (Exodus 22:24)

Much has been written, positive and negative, about the Jewish approach to lending
and borrowing, so there is no room here to discuss all dimensions. Starting from the
text above, we see the assumption and recognition that lending and borrowing are
bound to take place in any but the most primitive economies.

In the Mishneh Torah, Maimonides derives two principles from this verse.
It is a positive mitzvah to lend to the poor. This mitzvah is greater than giving
charity to a poor person who asks for it, since the one who asks is already at
the point of begging while the other has not yet reached that stage.

But he warns that,
anyone who acts as a creditor towards the poor while knowing that the debtor
has nothing with which to repay is breaking a negative commandment.

In ancient Israel land ownership, debt, slavery and poverty were intimately linked. If
one became poor for any reason the routes out were to sell your land, borrow money
or sell yourself into slavery. The end result was similar, you lost control over your own
life.

So, the institution of the Sabbatical year was created to rectify these distortions in
society and restore balance.
At the end of seven years you are to make a release. Now this is the manner
of the release: he shall release, every possessor of a loan of his hand, what he
has lent to his neighbour. He is not to oppress his neighbour or brother for the
release of the Lord has been proclaimed. (Deuteronomy 15:1-2)

The Jubilee Year — every 50 years - expanded this concept to land restoration, and
Jewish slaves (who had sold themselves to pay off debts) were freed after seven
years.

It is tempting to get drawn into the debate about whether this was strictly for Jews
only, and perhaps this legislation was only implemented for a limited period. But that
would be to miss the point which is that it set out a series of extraordinary principles.
People fall into poverty for all kinds of reasons, but these are not examined.
Everyone, no matter what the circumstances, deserves a fresh start. This is
especially true when those suffering are the children of those who originally fell
into poverty.
Taking advantage of a poor person is wrong and must be rectified;
Relative wealth is to be welcomed but it must always be shared with those who
are relatively poor;
An arbitrary date for the Jubilee is chosen. We should not need to wait for the
‘right’ time.
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Read the following article and answer the questions

Africa faces three pressing and distinctive
problems that were overcome in Asia 40 years
ago. The first is growing enough food. Asia had
its green revolution, Africa has not. The biggest
difference is biophysical. Asia's breadbaskets
are in the great river systems flowing from the
Himalayas and Tibetan Plateau. The Indus,
Ganges, Mekong and their vast floodplains
have enabled monsoon Asia to develop the
world's finest systems of irrigated, high-input
farming. Asia's green revolution was built on
the combination of irrigation, fertiliser, and high-
yield variety seeds.

African _ agriculture, by contrast, is
overwhelmingly rain-fed, without the floodplains
and monsoons to underpin large-scale
irrigation. The African savannah, with its long
dry seasons and irregular rainy seasons, is
home to hundreds of milions of poor
subsistence farmers and their families. Nor can
these impoverished farm households afford
fertilisers or improved seed varieties, especially
in view of the vagaries of water availability.

Yet modern science now points the way to
a 2lst-century African green revolution.
Improved water management combined with
proven methods of replenishing Africa's soil
nutrients, and improved seeds adapted to
African conditions, now make it possible for
Africa to achieve the same agricultural
breakthrough that Asia achieved two
generations ago.

Powerful and practical solutions similarly
exist for Africa's great second challenge, the
control of killer diseases. Africa's children are
dying of malaria, diarrhoea, respiratory
infection, chronic under-nutrition, and the lack
of neonatal care. In many places, 200 of every
1,000 children die before their fifth birthday.
With modern public health and medical

Excerpt from Jeffrey Sachs, The End Of The World as

5/04/05

beneath.

practices, these children can be saved. And
when they are saved, parents will choose to
have fewer children, secure in the knowledge
that they will survive. Reduced child mortality
and slower population growth, surprisingly
enough, go hand in hand.

The most immediate campaign should be
against malaria, a disease that will claim
perhaps 5,000 African children today. As the
London School of Hygiene and Tropical
Medicine has long shown, insecticide-treated
bed nets to keep mosquitoes away, combined
with effective medicines, can cut child mortality
decisively. By 2008, it would be possible to
halve the malaria deaths. But we would have to
help Africa to finance the effort.

Africa's third distinctive challenge is the lack
of basic transport, power, and communications
infrastructure. Africa's farm families need all-
weather roads to get fertiliser into the villages
and crops out to the market. Africa's villages
need trucks to rush a dying child or mother in
complicated labour to a district hospital. Africa's
small businesses need mobile phones to get

the latest market quote. The necessary
investments are clear, and not particularly
complex.

Ending poverty is a grand moral task, and a
geopolitical imperative, but at the core, it is a
relatively straightforward investment
proposition. And the investment plans are
actually on the table, or more accurately, on the
shelves gathering dust, since Africa's leaders
have been told at least until now that their
ambitious investment plans cannot be funded.
Of course, ambitious investment plans require
responsible government: the kind we see in
Ghana, Senegal, Ethiopia, Tanzania, and many
other places. Zimbabwe, alas, would not be a
credible partner.

We Know it, The Guardian

What is the most interesting thing in this article?

What do you think is the most important problem to
Whose responsibility is it to ‘end poverty’?

What can we do about it?

try and solve?
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TRADE, AID & DEBT

1) Divide into three groups. There should be a TRADE group, an AID group and a DEBT
group.

2) Read through this booklet and list reasons why your group will have the biggest impact on
helping African populations.

THE POVERTY LINE

1) Stand along a line according to how much you agree or disagree with the statement
2) Questions:l feel that | am satisfied with my living standard
If someone is ‘poor’ it is generally their own fault
Poverty in Africa is because of lack of progress
Poverty is unfortunate but unavoidable
| feel like it is my responsibility to do something about poverty in Africa, Asia &
Latin America
Poverty means not having enough

WHAT CAN WE DO ABOUT IT?
1) Read the following quotation. Each participant should choose a quotation that they like.
2) Discuss in pairs: what does the quotation suggest we should do about poverty in Africa?

The opposite of love is not hate it’s...
The opposite of faith is not heresyj, its...
The opposite of life is not death, its...
Indifference [Elie Wiesel]

We know what a person thinks not when they tell us what they think, but by their
actions. [Isaac Bashevis Singer]

The world stands on 3 things: on torah, on service and on acts of kindness [Ethics of
the Fathers]

The Jewish question is not: what can the world give
world? [Chief Rabbi Jonathan Sacks]

to me? It is: what can | give to the

Each person must see themselves as though the entir e world were held in balance
and any deed they might do could tip the scales. [M  aimonides]
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SCENARIOS & ROLE PLAYS

Read the following scenarios.
Decide what you should do. You can discuss or act out role plays .

SCENARIO 1: FAIRTRADE?

You are planning an event with a group of 20 people. You have been entrusted with the cash
and asked to buy refreshments and food. You have heard about Fairtrade products and see
bananas, sugar, chocolate, tea and coffee in the supermarket.

Are you going to buy fairtrade products despite the increased cost?
If you decide to buy fairtrade products, will you b uy fairtrade versions of
anything that you can find, or will you choose only to buy only some of your

products in this way?
Why do you make these choices?

SCENARIO 2: AFRICA?

You are going on a gap year and have decided to go to Ghana. Your parents say that they
have felt hassled by their friends, and everybody is asking them why they let you go to
Ghana and do not insist that you go to Israel. They are considering funding your trip only if
you go to Israel.

Why do your parents feel this way?

Where are you going to go?

State your case for going to Ghana.

If you choose to change your mind, and go to Israel , explain why.

SCENARIO 3: TZEDAKAH?

You feel that you do not have enough funds to give tzedakah to every cause that concerns
you. You have read the news and understand that African populations are living in extreme
poverty. However, you also know that projects in Israel could really do with some support.
You feel torn.

Do you identify with this feeling?
Why do you think you feel this way?
What do you do?
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FEELINGS

When you think about poverty in Africa, how do you feel?

Choose some words that represent how you feel, and discuss why you think
we might feel this way.

guilty passionate

helpless
powerless annoyed

ignorant
proud

privileged lucky

confused

active
ashamed

0
PAGE 35



MAKEPOVERTYHISTORY JEWISH COALITION
mphjc2005@gmail.com

1) Write 5 steps that your group could do to contri bute to the movement
towards making poverty history.
2) Repeat in groups of 4, and then as a whole group

step 5

. . step 4

step 3

step 1
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BANNERS, BANDS AND BUDDIES

The Make Poverty History campaign has several ideas  for ensuring that there is
a visual, tangible expression of our concerns. The  se activities are an excellent
conclusion to a lesson or peulah (programme) around the themes of Make
Poverty History.

Send a message to world leaders

MAKEPOVERTYHISTORY are asking supporters to make personal messages to the world
leaders on white bands which will be taken to Edinburgh. They hope to collect tens of
thousands of messages, which will be displayed at the rally, before being delivered to the G8
leaders in Gleneagles.

50 cm For maximum impact, take a piece of white cloth 50cm

r [l“ X 7cm. Wrap it round, overlap the ends by 1cm and

secure them to form a band. Write your message on

. . the band, but bear in mind that from a distance it needs
f L ] to look white.

“Send My Friend to School”

Organised by the Global Campaign for Education, this is an excellent idea for school-age
children to make connections with children who are not able to go to school. The basic idea
is for each child to make a ‘Buddy’ — a picture of a child. It is hoped to collect together a
million Buddies representing the million children unable to attend school.

Lots of extra lesson plans and education ideas specifically for schools, can be found at
www.sendmyfriend.org. (Buddy templates are at http://www.sendmyfriend.org/teachers-pdf-
buddy-guide.shtml.)

In order to be delivered to the G8 leaders Buddies need to be sent in by 23 June but, if you
cannot make that deadline, you can use the buddies to make your own banner — see below.

A Make Poverty History banner or collage

Sometimes the simplest questions are the best. This pack is full of complex information but
in the end it comes down to simple ideas. “What would the world look like if we could

make poverty history?”  “How can we make poverty history?” Children of all ages can
understand these questions. Your children (or the whole community) could make a class or
school collage focusing on one large picture — a village that actually has the things people
need — food, decent housing, clean water, work, a school, a clinic and so on. Or a series of
smaller pictures, maybe using the Buddy templates described above.

If your banner is transportable the MAKEPOVERTYHISTORY JEWISH COALITION would
be honoured to display it with others in Edinburgh. (All banners will be erected before
Shabbat and left in place until after Shabbat finishes.)
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Alone
Maya Angelou

Lying, thinking

Last night

How to find my soul a home
Where water is not thirsty
And bread loaf is not stone

| came up with one thing
And | don't believe I'm wrong
That nobody,

But nobody

Can make it out here alone.

Alone, all alone
Nobody, but nobody
Can make it out here alone.

There are some millionaires

With money they can't use

Their wives run round like banshees
Their children sing the blues
They've got expensive doctors

To cure their hearts of stone.

But nobody

No, nobody

Can make it out here alone.

Alone, all alone
Nobody, but nobody
Can make it out here alone.

Now if you listen closely

I'll tell you what | know
Storm clouds are gathering
The wind is gonna blow
The race of man is suffering
And | can hear the moan,
'‘Cause nobody,

But nobody

Can make it out here alone.

QUESTIONS

Why does Maya Angelou say that there are some milli  onaire with money they cant use?
What does that mean?

Maya Angelou says ‘the race of man is suffering’ — in what ways are people suffering

around the world?
If ‘nobody can make it out there alone’, what canw e do from Britain to help alleviate
poverty?
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Expect Nothing

Alice Walker

Expect nothing. Live frugally
On surprise.

Become a stranger

To need of pity

Or, if compassion be freely
Given out

Take only enough

Stop short of urge to plead
Then purge away the need.

Wish for nothing larger

Than your own small heart

Or greater than a star;

Tame wild disappointment
With caress unmoved and cold
Make of it a parka

For your soul.

Discover the reason why

So tiny human midget

Exists at all

So scared, unwise

But expect nothing. Live frugally
On surprise

QUESTIONS:
Why might Alice Walker suggest that we ‘expect noth ing’?
Why would Alice Walker suggest that we do not plead  ?
How might this be relevant to poverty?
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Pity for Poor Africans (1788)

(extract)
William Cowper (poet, hymn-writer, letter-writer and translator, 1731-1800)

I OWN | am shock'd at the purchase of slaves,

And fear those who buy them and sell them are knaves;
What | hear of their hardships, their tortures, and groans
Is almost enough to draw pity from stones.

| pity them greatly, but I must be mum,

For how could we do without sugar and rum?

Especially sugar, so needful we see?

What? give up our desserts, our coffee, and teal

QUESTIONS:

- This poem was written over 200 years ago —what has  changed and what has
stayed the same?
Why does this narrator feel that he cannot tellany  one about the problem of
slavery?
How do you feel about the narrator’s pity for slave  s?
Do you believe him?
Can you think of an example today, of people you mi  ght feel sorry for, but you
benefit from their work?
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They Pounced at Dawn

Ismaciil Mirelsmaciil Mire (Somali, 20™ Century)

Honestly, my wife, not one of my forefathers

Nor | have ever once traded with money.

Our ancestors always had camels,

And | got my share from the camel raids.

Only once | ventured where my father never went.

| loaded the camels; it took four nights to reach the village.
The minute | got to the gate of Burco with my goods,

The brokers pounced as if they knew | was coming.

As dawn broke, the sheepsellers set upon us.

Godless men gathered against us.

| was struck dumb when they prodded the sheep.

'It's worth this much’, 'No it isn't', they haggled bluntly.
Their squabbling distressed me.

| trusted the man with the squint but he cheated me.

They tried to placate me with less than four shillings,
While | watched the hands that swindled me.

As for the sheep you're all asking about, they are now with men
Who deserve to be strung up on thorns by their heels.

All I was left with was rags and a stick.

Some men know more about money than me. Ask them!

QUESTIONS:
Why has the narrator never dealt with money?
Why do you think the narrator tried to deal in the world of money?
If you were to “buy” a piece of clothing by swappin g it for some items you have
(i.e. bartering), what would you swap?
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QUES

| was hungry

(anonymous)

| WAS HUNGRY

and you fed your animals with my food.

| WAS HUNGRY

and your multinationals planted your winter tomatoes on our best land.
| WAS HUNGRY

and you wouldn't give up your steak from South America.

| WAS HUNGRY

but they grow tea for you where rice might grow for my daily meal.

| WAS HUNGRY

but you turned sugar cane and manioc into fuel for your cars.

| WAS HUNGRY

but the waste from your factories is poisoning the fishing grounds of the earth.
| WAS HUNGRY

but with your money you bought up my food.

| WAS HUNGRY

while my land grows exotic fruits for your table.

TIONS:
What countries might this narrator come from?
Who is this person talking to?
This person sounds angry. Why?
How can we try and prevent this person from being h ungry?
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Luchin

Victor Jara (Chile, 1932-1973)

Luchin was a two year old boy, one of a family of eight, whose home was a two-roomed
wooden house. His father had a small cart and a horse which were very precious because
they were the family’s only means of livelihood, so at night they had to be kept inside the
house for fear of them being stolen. Luchin was accustomed to sleep snuggled up to the
horse who was his friend. There was no room in the bed.

Fragile as a kite

over the roofs of Barrancas
little Luchin was playing

his hand blue with cold,
with the rag ball

the cat and dog

and the horse looked on.

Green light was bathing

in the water of his eyes.
Bare-bummed and in the mud

his little life was crawling

with the rag ball the cat and the dog
and the horse looked on.

The horse was another toy

in that tiny space

and it seemed that the animal
understood his job

with the rag ball

the cat and the dog

and with Luchin wet through.

If there are children like Luchin

who are eating earth and worms,
let's open all the cages

so they can fly away like birds

with the rag ball the cat and the dog
and with the horse as well.

(For those who understand Spanish or are simply interested you can hear Victor Jara sing
the song, with a brief introduction on http://www.nuevacancion.net/victor/mp3.html .)

QUESTIONS:
In what ways is the life of Luchin differenttoat  wo year old in the UK?
How do we ‘open all the cages’ so that children lik e Luchin can be ‘free’?
The writer believed it was important to sing about the situation of the poor. Do
you think artists can help bring about change?
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Some African proverbs

We all love money, but money loves only some
of us.
Congo

One day you will have to beg God for mercy.
Be merciful to beggars now.
Morocco

When cat and mouse make an alliance,
shopkeeper watch your wares!

Egypt

One ‘here-it-is’ is better than ten ‘you’ll get it
later’.
Bambara

If the fingers of one hand quarrel, they cannot
pick up the food.
East Africa

Let the elephant fell the trees, let the bushpig
dig the holes, let the mason wasp fill in the
walls, let the giraffe put up the roof, then we’ll
have a house.

Zaire

A numerous family is good for working but bad
when eating time comes.
Buganda

Enjoy life like food: leave some for your
children.
Zulu

Disease will wipe out a town sooner than war.
Liberia

The rich has many friends. The borrower has
none.
Congo

If the orphan is in debt, he can only pay
himself. (Become a slave.)
Zambia

When your neighbour’s hut burns, yours will
soon burn too.
Zambia

Do you hear the rumbling in your neighbour’s
stomach? Do your neighbour’s sobs keep you
from sleeping?

Somali

If there is honey in the tree, the person with the

axe will get it.
Tetela

A poor man has no friends.
Hausa

Some people are like cowdung. It looks dry
but the inside is slippery.
Buganda

If you have friends you will not be alone.
Yaunde

The trader who charges too much for his
wares has his neck full of charms. (He fears
the curses of those he cheated.)

Kikuyu

Even a man with lean buttocks has a right to a
loin cloth.
Hausa

Poverty makes people angry.
Togo

The man who eats with a spoon does not
remember that he once ate with his fingers.
Congo

When the crocodile smiles be extra careful.
Swabhili

QUESTIONS:
Either
- Choose your favourite proverb.

Why is it your favourite?

Or
If in a group — allocate proverbs
randomly to individuals, pairs or
small groups

Then ask about your chosen poem

- How can it apply to us in Britain?

Describe a time when the proverb
was relevant in your life.
What does this proverb mean in the
context of making poverty history?
What does it have to do with
poverty, trade, aid, debt or the
relations between powerful and less
powerful.
Compare these proverbs with
Jewish texts such as the Book of
Proverbs in the Bible or Pirkei Avot
(Ethics of the Fathers) in the
Talmud.
Write a new proverb.

I"# 1 $ %$

& % (

PAGE 44



MAKEPOVERTYHISTORY JEWISH COALITION
mphjc2005@gmail.com

“The Strike of the Schnorrers” — Revisited

Retold by Gus Tyler in “Because God loves Stories” edited by Steve Zeitlin, published by
Simon and Schuster.

There is an old Yiddish story called “The Strike of the Schnorrers” by Mordche Spektor,
which has always lingered in my mind. I'm the assistant president of the ladies Garment
Workers Union. I've helped organize many strikes, and I've researched the history of many
strikes. And this story seems to capture some essential quality of the Jewish labour
movement.

This is the story of the gvir in a small town. The gvir, of course, is the wealthy man, and he’s
highly respected, and his daughter is about to get married. Now in the small towns of
Eastern Europe, when the wealthy man had any kind of major celebration, it was customary
for him to invite all of the beggars in the area — there were a certain number of beggars who
were Jewish, and they were known as the schnorrers. And, customarily, they would be
invited to weddings.

One day the gvir sent one of his emissaries to the beggars and invited them to the wedding
ceremony. They could come and join and eat and dance. Now I find that a very fascinating
concept that it was an obligation of a rich man to invite the beggars — true, it's an act of
charity, but if he did not invite the beggars, he would, in effect, be disgraced, because he was
not abiding by Jewish tradition.

It comes down to a word, tzeddakah. Tzeddakah means charity. Tzeddakah also means
justice. And it's fascinating that, in Hebrew, the same word is used for those two separate
English words. As a matter of fact, in our Western way of thinking, charity and justice are
almost opposites. Justice comes under an act that you must perform; charity is something
that you may perform. Charity comes from you, the sense of justice is something imposed
by the collective, by the society, or by the state or sometimes by the courts. In the Hebrew
language it’'s one word.

And here is the gvir, the rich man, giving this great wedding for his daughter, and he feels
that he must invite the beggars. So he sends one of his emissaries to the beggars. And the
emissary comes back and says, “No, they refuse to come, they will not come. The beggars
have decided to call a strike.” In the original story, the worst of the beggars were Shmelke,
the cripple, Feitel the lame, and Yankel with the flat nose. The others might have been
willing to come, but those big shots wouldn't let them!

And the rich man says, “What do you mean, they ‘will not come’? They're beggars and this
is a great event, and I'm inviting them.”

And the emissary says, “No, they refuse to come. They say that if you want them to come,
you'll have to pay each one a rouble apiece. They insist that they will not come unless you
actually pay them for coming. They claim that this is something they're doing for you, they're
doing you a great favour in coming.” They want to be rewarded for the favour they are
rendering unto him.

Well, the gvir explodes. He says, “What's the matter with these people? They're beggars,
schnorrers! They can’t go on strike! A few pennies like this means something to them!” He
doesn't quite appreciate the irony — it means a lot to them, it doesn’t mean very much to him.

I"# 1 $ %$ % & % (
PAGE 45



MAKEPOVERTYHISTORY JEWISH COALITION
mphjc2005@gmail.com

But he’s enraged! “What’s the matter with these people? No! We'll just have to do without
them.”

But then he thinks about it and he thinks about it. And the story goes into all of his
ruminations and all of his questions, and he says, “OK.” And he sends another emissary to
the beggars. And finally it turns out that he bargains a little bit — “Why so much ? Maybe it
should be a little bit less.” But in the end he says, “All right!” In the final analysis, the
beggars go on strike and he does reach a settlement with them. And they come to a
wedding and everybody has a great, good time. The music is playing and the rich dance
with the poor, and everything is settled.

| found that a very, very fascinating concept, that the obligation of the person of wealth in the
Jewish community is to contribute to the beggars. And the whole notion that a beggar out of
a sense of self-respect stands up and makes demands upon the rich person. They don’t
come crawling to him. It's a concept of charity that says, “You owe us! You owe us.” It's not
an act of charity; they are our people.

| love the story because, in a sense, all workers are schnorrers. You come to me and beg,
and | might give you another penny. But you strike? You make demands on me? What do
you mean, you make demands on me? I'm the boss! Yes, we make demands, because
charity and justice are not distinct ideas. When the rich give to the poor, it's their obligation —
because they've been living on the backs of the poor all these years.

It goes back to a concept of charity that Moses Maimonides developed. You don't give
charity so you can be a big shot in your community, you don't give charity so people should
say thank you, you don't give charity so they should treat you like a God, you give charity
because you've got it and there are people out there who need it. You give charity because
it's your obligation. Period. And the recipients don't have to say thank you. They need it.

QUESTIONS:
- Why do you think the beggars demanded to be paid? W  hat is your opinion
about this?
Why do you think the rich man agreed to pay the beg  gars?
Tzedakah means both charity and justice in English. What is the difference

between ‘charity’ and ‘justice’?

Have you ever given a ‘beggar’ some food or money a  nd felt good about
yourself? Tell the group what happened.

Why did you feel good about yourself?
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Difficult questions for discussion

Things you may be thinking, or hearing from your fr iends and in your
community.

The aim of this section is not to give a single or ‘correct’ response. We know that in
reality people struggle with issues like this. But we hope that by highlighting the
issues, the opportunity will be created to think more and to encourage conversation
around the dinner table, at your workplace and in your community.

| heard this once: ‘I became a rabbi to do somethin g about the suffering
in the world....".
Some responses .... “A Rabbi's job is to look after his own
community.” .... "Surely a Rabbi should lead by example and provide
the Jewish ‘voice’ on world issues."” .... “A Rabbi should stay out of
politics!" .... “Any Rabbi who gets involved in MPH is bringing the words
of the prophets alive and making the texts relevant for today."

Charity begins at home; Jews should look after Jews , shouldn’t they?
Some responses .... “If we don't support Jewish charities, no one else
will'" .... "Surely we have enough resources to support both?" .... "It's a
Kiddush Hashem?’ to help others in the wider world - and to be seen to
be doing it."

We are talking about poverty.... What about the poor J  ews in Belarus
and in Israel?
Some responses .... "Children are dying of starvation in Africa as we
speak - it's not just poverty. That must be our priority." .... "Jews have
suffered so much in the past. Jews must never again have to endure
poverty.".... “We can't stand idly by others suffer. To save life is a
Mitzvah. - any life".

What do | have to give / sacrifice in order to help solve the poverty
problem?
Some responses .... "Chesed -acts of kindness - is all about giving
time and giving of yourself. Money doesn't matter as much." ....
"Raising awareness and education and showing you care is what needs
to be done first of all." .... "The only way you'll make poverty history is
to get the big fundraisers involved."

Is buying fairtrade as important as buying kosher?
Some responses ... "For a Jew, buying Kosher has to be the priority.
And the Kosher shops could go out of business unless we support
them." .... "Why can't the Kashrut authorities really take the Fairtrade
issue on so we can do both and not have to make a choice?" ....
"Prices are going to be prohibitive and food shopping is going to get

17 Kiddush Hashem - literally Sanctification of God’s name. Usually used to refer to the way that our
behaviour as seen by others can bring credit to the Jewish people as a whole.
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so complicated once we bring Fairtrade in as well." .... “If kashrut is
about ‘right’ food, then we have no choice — we must prioritise ethical
issues in food.”

Shouldn’t my child be taking their gap year inIsra el and not Ghana?
Some responses .... “It's not an either/or — our kids need to learn
about both.” .... "Israel has and must be our number one priority for our
youth." .... “There are many kids who are desperate to spend time
volunteering in Africa — we need to ensure that they see this as a
Jewish option, not something they must do instead of Judaism.”

Should Jewish religious leaders in the UK be taking the lead?
Some responses .... "Yes! Of course and they should break down
cross-communal barriers to do so." .... "Inter-faith work is the place for
this." .... "No. Religion and politics makes trouble. Jews will only get
criticized for doing this." .... “Yes. If we only respond to the news with
‘Is it good for Jews?’ that can't be right."

And a couple of the big questions that are often as ked ... and some
possible thoughts to consider

There are many complex and difficult questions to be asked in the battle against
poverty. It would take many books full to begin to answer them all but these are
some responses to a couple of them in the hope of encouraging debate and
discussion.

“Didn’t they bring it on themselves? It's about co rruption in
leadership and so nothing | do will change it.”

Corruption - five responses

Corruption is real, poisonous and destructive to any economy — especially vulnerable
economies. The solutions for corruption must be found within the countries where
corruption exists.  Our responsibility is to focus on the policies of our own
governments. But we know this issue is raised almost every time poverty relief is
discussed so these are some possible responses.

a) Corruption is everywhere. Unfortunately we read about corruption at all levels
of government and public life in every country of the world including our own.
Singling out poor countries is unfair and allows us to falsely blame those who
are suffering the most.

b) Corruption does not happen in isolation. The rich — governments, inter-
government agencies, banks and private sector companies — collude and
sometimes encourage the corrupt leaders.

c) In many poor countries the corrupt leaders of the past have been removed, yet
the banks and governments of the rich countries protect the hidden accounts
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and investments of those leaders. So the current generation are punished
twice over — the money that is rightfully theirs is withheld, and in many cases
they are still forced to pay interest on the amounts ‘borrowed’ by those former
leaders.

d) It is hypocritical of richer governments and institutions to attempt to take the
moral high ground when they did nothing to expose the corruption. All the
major campaigns to expose the levels of corruption by former and existing
leaders, has come from within those poor countries themselves, working with
limited resources, in many cases only assisted by charities who themselves
have limited funds.

e) The funds stolen by corrupt leaders needs to be returned but it is not the
whole picture. It is only a relatively small part of the financial flows which have
led to whole-scale poverty. Our job is to focus on the whole picture rather
than being distracted by a part of it.

“Isn’'t Make Poverty History just a bunch of idealis ts with simplistic
solutions? It's nothing like the real world ... and nothing is going to
change anyway”

It is true that it can seem that society will always be the same. But big changes do
sometimes happen.

Very few people foresaw the collapse of communism in 1989 happening they way it
did, and despite years of campaigning it sometimes seemed impossible that the
apartheid system in South Africa would come to an end. These changes happened
because of the will of huge numbers of people.

Closer to this particular campaign is the story of Jubilee 2000, the debt cancellation
campaign. Prior to 1998 when the G8 summit last came to the UK, political leaders
had dismissed the campaigners as people who didn’'t understand the real world.
‘Leave it to us’, they said. ‘Trust us and we will organise things. It is far too complex
for you to understand.’

The truth is that the campaigners, led by grass roots bodies in the poor nations, had
done their homework. Painstaking research had been undertaken, despite the
resistance of the very governments of the wealthy nations who were trying to dismiss
the campaigners.

But the research was not enough. This approach alone played into the hands of
those who wished to do nothing. The debate could be restricted to a few
knowledgeable people sure in the certainty that working over the fine details of the
paperwork could delay action for decades.

So, a mass campaign was born. Yes the slogans, needed to gain public support,
were simplified — as are the Make Poverty History slogans now. But they were
under-pinned by hard data.
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An symbolic idea emerged from the campaign — debt is like the chains of slavery.
Let us encircle the City of Birmingham (where the summit was held) in a chain of
freedom. It would need tens of thousands of people. The logistics — much
undertaken by a group of volunteers in Birmingham — was frightening. Those of us
who were there - including a small Jewish group who came on after Shabbat services
— were inspired by the amazing achievement. 70,000 people in an unbroken ring
around Birmingham. It compelled the politicians to recognise its existence — this was
the first moment of change but nothing tangible had yet emerged from the politicians.

Eight months later. Another huge event, this time in London in the huge space of St
Paul's Cathedral. This time Jewish organisations were not just minor participants but
were central partners in the organising group. How many would come? We couldn’t
be sure. We'd created an amazing event with wonderful speakers and musicians
from Africa and Asia. But would Gordon Brown attend? His office kept putting us off.
Right until three days before the event when we were certain that the building would
be full and that thousands of people would know if he declined the event. So, he
came reluctantly.

But something had happened. Instead of the platitudes and technicalities we
expected we witnessed a transformation. At that moment government policy
changed. Gordon Brown had come to tell us, with passion and enthusiasm, that he
recognised that we had been right all along. He now saw this as the great moral
issue of the time.

Much has happened since then. The UK government has adopted an agenda for the
poor nations that was inconceivable previously. Obviously there is still much to do.
Debt relief was given — but not enough. The Africa Commission was full of fine
words but, as yet, little action.

But for anyone who doubts whether it is possible to change the world, the
Birmingham summit and the St Paul's meeting stand alongside the fall of
communism and apartheid, as proof that things can change.
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What now? — practical action
Our tradition is clear — learning should lead to action.

Who is truly wise ... one who lives out what he has learned. (Sifray,
Deuteronomy 1, Piska 13)

Rava [said], ‘It makes no sense that a person should study the Torah and then
kick his father or mother’. (Talmud, Berachot 17a)

The question was put to Rabbi Tarfon and the Elders, * What is more
important study or mitzvoth?’ ... ‘Study of Torah is more important because
study brings a person to the mitzvot’.

Our tradition also understands the emotions we feel when faced with such enormous
issues. We know that the problems facing the world may simply be too much. But
our tradition says that is no excuse for not trying.
Rabbi Tarfon used to say, ‘It is not your duty to finish the work, but you are not
at liberty to neglect it'. (Ethics of the Fathers, 2:21)

So ... some practical ideas to help Make Poverty History.

Action directly connected to the MAKE POVERTY HISTO RY campaign.

Join the campaign. This is very easily done at the Make Poverty History website -
www.makepovertyhistory.org

Wear the global visible symbol — the white band. Wearing the band is not just a
fashion statement! It works in two ways — on other people; they may ask you why
you are wearing it, and may get involved in MAKEPOVERTYHISTORY themselves —
and on yourself; it acts as a reminder to keep up your involvement.

Wear the specifically Jewish symbol — the Make Pove rty History kippah. A
simple white kippah with the words MAKEPOVERTYHISTORY. Available from the
Jewish Coalition.

Write to Tony Blair.  You may have read in the news that Tony Blair and Gordon
Brown are supporters of the campaign, so why do we still need to write to them? For
two reasons. First, and most important, when they go into negotiations with their
partners amongst the rich nations, their resolve needs to be strengthened by the
knowledge that millions of UK citizens are expecting them to deliver the goods. And
secondly, because there are still significant gaps between the statements of principle
and the detailed proposals — we need to learn from the Jubilee 2000 debt campaign
where we thought the politicians had agreed to widespread debt relief but learnt that
in practice the implementation was too little and too slow.
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Education, education, education. This pack is just a start. (1) Take the time to
look at the additional sources of information listed in the next section. (2) Buy the
brand new Make Poverty History book — just £2 for a wealth of further information.
(3) Order multiple copies of our 8-page leaflet to give out in your community. (4) But
probably most important, take the trouble to talk about the issues around the dinner
table, at your workplace and in your club, movement, school and community. No one
expects universal agreement when the issues are so complex. But what we do hope
for is that people will be willing to engage with these issues rather than simply
switching off.

Come to Edinburgh on 2 July 2005.  The gathering in Edinburgh will be peaceful,
family-friendly and, uniquely, Shabbat compatible! The Jewish Coalition is arranging
a series of events hosted by the Edinburgh Hebrew Congregation and the Edinburgh
Liberal Jewish Community. Details of the programme can be found at
www.eljc.org/mph or by contacting the Jewish Coalition.

Other things you can do

Give financial support to the charities and others who are working with the

poorest communities in the world. The big financial flows that this campaign is
about — aid, trade and debt — are many times larger than the non-government funds.
But your money can have a big impact — local non-government organisations, who
are the partners of the UK organisations, can target and use small amounts of money
really effectively at the people who need it most. And your donations to these
organisations influences government. Politicians have made it clear that they will
increase the official aid budget as long as they see that ordinary people are also

giving.

Make trade fair ... by being ethical consumers. We can all show our support for
the people who make our food, clothes and other goods by making ethical decisions
about what we buy. We may decide whether or not to support a brand depending on
how they treat their workers, at every stage of their production. The Fair Trade
movement is concerned with paying poor producers a fair price, and helping them
gain the necessary skills and knowledge to develop their businesses and work their
way out of poverty. The Fairtrade Mark is an independent label guaranteeing that
goods have been produced under ethical conditions, giving workers a just deal.
Supporting Fairtrade products can help lift individual farmers or workers co-
operatives out of poverty as they can decide how the rewards are invested. The
Tzedek Fairtrade fact sheet gives more ideas as to how Fairtrade can be embedded
in the Jewish year.

Volunteering overseas. Volunteering is a life-changing experience. Tzedek sends
groups of volunteers every year to work in India (Calcutta and West Bengal), Ghana
and Kenya. World Jewish Relief sends individuals to places in need. But it is
important to be clear about the role of volunteering. It is not a question of ‘us’ helping
‘them’. It is much more of a two-way learning process — and in fact the most
important aspect is the learning that the volunteer gains from the experience and
which stays with them for life.
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Resources

Resources come in all shapes and forms — people, organisations, books, simulation and
experiential activities, audio, video, photos. The simplest entry point for most of these
resources is the internet. For those without internet access some additional work in a library
or with a telephone directory may be necessary — or you can enlist the assistance of
specialists from UJIA-Makor, Tzedek or World Jewish Aid (see below).

UK Jewish organisations

UJIA Makor (including the Nativ social action project)
Balfour House, 741 High Road, London, N12 0BQ

020 8369 5270 info@makor.org.uk www.ujia.org
Tzedek-Jewish Action for a Just World

25 Kings Close, London, NW4 2JU

020 8202 4744 info@tzedek.org.uk www.tzedek.org.uk
World Jewish Aid

The Forum, 74/80 Camden Street, London, NW1 0EG
020 7691 1774 info@wijaid.org.uk www.worldjewishaid.org.uk

Organisations linked to the Make Poverty History ca  mpaign
Make Poverty History:  www.makepovertyhistory.org

Global Call to Action Against Poverty: www.whiteband.org (The international
network which includes Make Poverty History)

Jubilee Debt Campaign: www.jubileedebtcampaign.org.uk
Trade Justice Movement:  www.tjm.org.uk

World Development Movement:  www.wdm.org.uk

UK-based charities

(Although there has been some concern regarding activities and attitudes of some charities in the
Middle East, these organisations are the main source of research and information on poverty outside
of governments.)

Oxfam: www.oxfam.org.uk

CAFOD: www.cafod.org.uk

Christian Aid:  www.christian-aid.org.uk

Save the Children: www.savethechildren.org.uk
Action Aid: www.actionaid.org

International HIV/AIDS Alliance:  www.aidsalliance.org
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Global Campaign for Education:  www.campaignforeducation.org,
www.sendmyfriend.org

Fairtrade Foundation:  www.fairtrade.org.uk

People and Planet: www.peopleandplanet.org

Education, Information, research and news
Development Education Association: (Lists local development education centres)
www.dea.org.uk

Overseas Development Institute:  (a politically central think tank based in London)
www.odi.org.uk

The Earth Institute at Columbia University: www.earthinstitute.columbia.edu

Consumer Unity and Trust Society (CUTS): (A rarity — an Indian NGO focusing on
trade policy that has set up a resource centre in the UK) www.cuts-international.org

Transparency International: ~ www.transparency.org

OneWorld.net:  www.oneworld.net

BBC: www.bbc.co.uk (Good at looking at the stories behind the news, and things
like profiles of countries and organisations like the World Trade Organisation.
Unfortunately it's not always easy to navigate the site. Best bet is to use their search

engine. Also have ‘In depth’ sections e.g.
http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/in_depth/africa/2005/africa/default.stm)

Government and inter-governmental bodies
UK Department for International Development: www.dfid.gov.uk

The World Bank: www.worldbank.org, http://ddp-ext.worldbank.org/ext/MDG/home.do
World Trade Organisation:  www.wto.org

ReliefWeb - United Nations Office for the Coordinat ion of Humanitarian Affairs:
www.reliefweb.int

UNICEF: www.unicef.org
United Nations: www.un.org/aboutun/chart.html (Links to all main UN agencies)

Commission for Africa:  www.commissionforafrica.org
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The final bit

This pack was edited by a core editorial group consisting Steve Miller — convenor
(Tzedek), Hila Bram (Maidenhead Synagogue), Merrill Dresner (United Synagogue),
Rachel Heilbron (Jewish Council for Racial Equality), Maureen Kendler (UJIA Makor)
and Adele Lindner (Nativ Project, UJIA Makor).

We would like to thank all those people who helped to draft sections or sent material
for inclusion.

We would also like to acknowledge the remarkable achievement of the MAKE
POVERTY HISTORY JEWISH COALITION who have supported this education pack.
It is always difficult to bring diverse organisations together, and is sometimes made
complicated when they have differing, sometimes conflicting, perspectives. All such
issues have been put aside in the Coalition, in order to focus on working on such an
important issue.

Copyright
This compilation is copyright 2005 © Make Poverty History Jewish Coalition and the
editorial group.

Thanks is given to all individual copyright holders who have allowed us to include
material in this collection, and apologies where we may have accidentally infringed
copyright. Any infringement should be notified to us and we will rectify it in future
editions.

All materials may be freely copied for educational purposes, including pasting into
new documents, as long as the source is credited. Requests for the document in
different formats (Word, pdf) should be sent to mphjc2005@gmail.com.

This compilation may not be sold.

The contents may not be included in any other publication, document or compilation
that is sold, without written permission of the copyright holders.
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